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SUBJECT: KASHMIR: CONTINUING CONTROVERSY OVER ARTICLE 370 
REE: (A) NEW DELHI 7432, (B) NEW DELHI 7593 

1. THE POLITICAL WAVES GENERATED BY SHEIKH ABDULLAH'S SECES- 
SION THREAT IF KASHMIR'S SPECIAL STATUS IS ERODED (REFTEL A) 

HAVE BEGUN TO DIMINISH SOMEWHAT, ALTHOUGH THE JANATA APPEARS 
PREPARED TO SEIZE UPON IT AS A CAMPAIGN ISSUE AGAINST THE SHEIKH. 

2. PRIME MINISTER DESAI JOINED THE CHORUS OF JANATA AND GOI 
OFFICIALS IN STRONGLY DENYING AT A LUCKNOW PRESS CONFERENCE 
MAY 3 1 THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD ANY INTENTION OF ALTERING 
ARTICLE 370. THE DAY BEFORE, ABDULLAH HIMSELF APPEARED TO 
RETREAT SOMEWHAT FROM HIS EARLIER POSITION WHEN HE RELEASED 
THE TEXT OE A LETTER TO JANATA PRESIDENT CHANDRA SHEKHAR 
THANKING HIM FOR "CLARIFYING " THE RULING PARTY'S POSITION ON 
KASHMIR. IN HIS LETTER, THE SHEIKH REGRETTED THAT CERTAIN 
PROMINENT JANATA EIGURES (HE MENTIONED SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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J.P. NARAYAN AND ASHOK MEHTA) HAD CAUSED CONEUSION AND DOUBTS 
AMONG KASHMIRIS BY THEIR RECENT STATEMENTS ON KASHMIR. WHILE 
RECOGNIZING THAT THE RULING PARTY WAS NEWLY-FORMED HE ASKED 
CHANDRA SHEKHAR TO ENSURE THAT JANATA LEADERS NOT ISSUE SUCH 
CONTRADICTORY AND CONFUSING STATEMENTS. ABDULLAH'S ACTION IS 
REGARDED BY SEVERAL OBSERVERS AS A BACKING DOWN FROM HIS SECES- 
SION THREAT IN THE EACE OF STRONG REACTIONS FROM GOI AND 
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JANATA LEADERS (REFTEL B). 

3. NONETHELESS, THE JANATA'S UNIT IN J&K NOW APPEARS PRE- 
PARED TO SEIZE THE ISSUE RAISED BY ABDULLAH AS A WEAPON 
AGAINST THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN THE STATE ASSEMBLY ELEC- 
TIONS. SEVERAL LOCAL JANATA LEADERS CHARGED ON MAY 3 1 THAT 
ABDULLAH'S 1975 KASHMIR ACCORD WITH MRS. GANDHI WAS THE FINAL 
BLOW TO THE STATE'S AUTONOMY SINCE IT MADE ARTICLE 370 
"HOLLOW AND USELESS." ALLEGING THAT THROUGH REPEATED COM- 
PROMISES THE CONGRESS AND THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE HAD ERODED 
KASHMIR'S AUTONOMY, THE JANATA LEADERS ACCUSED ABDULLAH OF 
COMMUNALISM AND OF BARTERING AWAY THE PEOPLE'S RIGHTS FOR THE 
SAKE OF GAINING PERSONAL POWER. WE ARE LIKELY TO HEAR MORE 

ON THIS SUBJECT AS THE CAMPAIGN GETS UNDER WAY. 

4. THE ELECTION COMMISSION HAS SET JUNE 6 AS THE LAST DAY 
FOR FILING NOMINATION PAPERS IN J&K, WITH JUNE 9 AS THE FINAL 
DATE FOR WITHDRAWAL OF NOMINATIONS. 

GOHEEN 
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